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described above. However, one of the end caps joined to the filter pack preferably comprises 
a slidable end cap such as the slidable end cap 220 illustrated in Figure 12. The slidable end 
cap 220 allows for axial movement of the filter element 212 while providing a fluid tight seal 
via a seal 228 having an outside diameter greater than the largest outside diameter of the 
hollow filter element 212. The filter pack may comprise any suitable medium such as 
described above. Preferably, the filter pack comprises a material and configuration which is 
capable of supporting its own weight, wet or dry, without an interior or exterior support 
structure even at lengths greater than forty inches. In a preferred embodiment, the filter pack 
comprises a glass fiber medium having a pleated structure. The pleats may extend radially or 
they may be in a laid-over configuration as described in detail above. 



Replace the indicated claims with: 



4. (Twice Amended) A separation element for separating one or more components from a 
fluid flowing through the separation element, the separation element comprising: 

Xa) two or more hollow pleated pack sections, each pack section having a plurality of 
pleats, wherein the plurality of pleats includes roots, crowns, legs extending between the 
roots and the crowns, an inner periphery at the roots defining an upstream side, and an outer 
periphery at the crowns defining a downside side and wherein each pleat has a height h 
greater than (D-d)/2 where D is the outer diameter at the outer periphery of the plurality of 
pleats and d is the inner aiameter at the inner periphery of the plurality of pleats, a retainer 
disposed around the pleats^first and second ends, and a porous medium comprising a 
polymeric material or a glass liber material; 

(b) joiner caps attached tc\at least one end of each of the two or more pack sections, 
adjacent joiner caps being secured rei coaxially connect the pack sections and joiner caps into 
a hollow separation arrangement being\at least about 40 inches in length and having an 
interior diameter of at least of about 2 inches; and 

(c) first and second end caps attached to the hollow separation arrangement, wherein 
one of the first and second end caps comprises^ seal having an outside diameter greater than 
the largest outside diameter of the hollow separation arrangement, the joiner caps and the end 
caps including a polymeric, thermoplastic or elastomeric material. 

2^^*(TriHce^Amended) A separation element for separating one or more components from a 
fluid flowing duwTgTTtrie-sepaiation element, the separation element comprising: 

(a) a hollow pleated pack havhTg"a-pJurjdity of pleats, wherein the plurality of pleats 
includes roots, crowns, legs extending between the iroors^afid^iecrowns, an inner periphery 
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at the roots defining an upstream side, and an outer periphery at the crowns defining a 

stream side and wherein each pleat has a height h greater than (D-d)/2 where D is the 
outer diameter at the outer periphery of the pleats and d is the inner diameter at the inner 
peripherjnof the pleats, a retainer disposed around the pleats, first and second ends, and a 
porous mednun comprising a polymeric material or a glass fiber material, the hollow pleated 
pack being at fe^st about 40 inches in length and having an interior diameter of at least about 
2 inches; and 

(b) first and second end caps, each end cap being connected to an end of the pack, 
wherein one of the firsrond second end caps includes a seal having a larger outside diameter 
than the largest outside diameter of the hollow pleated pack and the other end cap and 
wherein the end caps include^ polymeric, thermoplastic or elastomeric material. 

3 . (Thrice Amended) A separation element comprising: 

Qa^ a pleated pack including a porous medium and a first end and having a length 
greater thanSabout 40 inches and an interior diameter greater than about 2 inches; and 

(b) an end cap including a first segment and a second segment mounted to the first 
end of the pack, wherein the first and second segments are slidably arranged with one another 
and wherein the end\ap is extendable from a first position in which the first and second 
segments are spaced a first distance from each other to a second position in which the first 
and second segments mov\away from o ne another and are spaced a second distance from 
each other, the second distantSebeing grealbrthan the first distance, the end cap maintaining a 
fluid-tight seal in bothjrositionsk \ 

4. (Twice Amended) A separation er^ment^omprising: 

(a) a pack including a porous raadium and a first end; and 

(b) an end cap having a first segment, a second segment mounted to the first end of 
the pack, and a sealing member coupled to aMeast one of the first and second segments, the 
first segment slidably engagirigahe second segment such that the first segment is movable 
between first and second positions, wherein in theSfirst position, the sealing member is 
relaxed, and in the second position, the sealing member is compressed by the first and second 
segments, thereby energizing the sealing member, andlras an outer diameter greater than the 
outer diameter of the second segment of the end cap. \ 
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Add the following claims: 



14. (New) The separation element of claim 1 wherein each pack section includes a core 
disposed along the inner periphery of the pleats. 

15. (New) The separation element of claim 1 wherein each pack section is free of a core. 

16. (New) The separation element of claim 1 wherein the end cap having the seal comprises an 
open end cap including a substantially cylindrical configuration having an outer periphery and a 
channel circumferentially arranged in the outer periphery, the seal being positioned in the 
channel. 

17. (New) The separation element of claim 16 wherein each pack section is free of a core. 

18. (New) The separation element of claim 1 wherein the legs of the pleats are in intimate 
contact along substantially the entire height of the pleats. 

19. (New) The separation element of claim 1 wherein adjacent joiner caps are welded together. 

20 /"(New) The separation element of claim 2 wherein the hollow pleated pack includes a core 
disposecKalong the inner periphery of the pleats. 

21 . (New) TheNseparation elementof claim 2 wherein the hollow pleated pack is free of a core. 

22. (New) The separation element of claim 2 wherein the end cap including the seal comprises 
an open end cap mcludmg^a suostafttially cylindrical configuration having an outer periphery 
and a channel circirniferentiayr^ arranged in the outer periphery, the seal being positioned in the 
channel. 

23. (New) The separa^jon element of claim 22 wherein the hollow pleated pack is free of a 
core. 

24. (New) The separation element of claim 2 wherein the legs of the pleats are in intimate 
contact along substantially the entire height of the pleats. 
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